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PUPPPEDE PONELTDR 
The Tranſlator to the Reader. 


IEA Pon contemplation of the ſuitableneſs 
| T ASD & of this ſubjef# to our times, 1 was 
SEE > moved to do ſo much of this Preface 
& into Engliſh, as concerneth Perſecu- 
Se Om ion for matters of Religion x for as 
all grod men are ſenſible bow great confuſion our 
difſentions therein have begotten 4 ws 3 ſo 
wicked men are thereby much ſcandalized and con- 
firmed in Atheiſm, Herefie, Superſtition, Pope- 
7 - Prone, "fl on apt to quarrel with 
Religion 2 ſelf, - and' to ſay, um Religio 
reme faxdere ar rr Nevertheleſs the rk. 
men in removing theſe ſcandals, often tranſporteth 
them beyond the bounds of Charity and Moderati- 
-0n, which inſtead of healing, uſddraves onr diviſ- 
ons, and how great an impediment theſe conteſts are 
10 the Civil peace , we as all others amongſt whom 
they have happened, have \fficiently experimented, 
but art now in hopes that Almighty God, having 
by his wonderful providence reflored his Majeſtie 
to the Throne, that through bis. Divine goodneſs, and 
his Majeſties wiſdom and clemenry, theſe Animoſ- 
ties will be extineniſhed, ſo that wnder his ſhadow we 
may live godly, peaceable and boneft life, none 
muking us dfraid, increafing more and more in firm * 
loyalty and tmacraal concord, as becometh true 
| p A 2 Chriſtrans 
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The Tranſlator to the Reader. 
.Chriſtians aud geod-Subjeas, who for 4 long time 
have not only been biring, but devouring one 
another, in which good hopes many of us have been 
confirmed from his CM ajeſties graclons Declaration 
from Breda, wherein amongſt other things of pub- 
lick. concernment to the peace of bis; Dominions, he 
is pleaſed to promiſe indulgence 0. tewder Conſci- 
ences, and declareth his readineſs to aſſent to ſuch an 
AR as ſhall be preſented unto him from the Parlia- 
ment for the ratifying.of the ſaid indulgence zwhich 
being of that import. to ſs many. thouſands of the 
Subjetts of this Kingdom, it is not to-be doubted bus 
they in their wiſdoms will in dat time provide ;' and 
likewiſe by. the peaceable exerciſe of Gods worſhip, 
which we bave enjoyed. ig..this City fonce: his Ma- 
jeſties return: w##ch proceedings, alibough moſtwiſe 
men will grant wery ſuitable ts the preſent condition 

" of theſe Nations, and conſequently to his Majeſties 
firm ſettlement s yet are there ſome now (4s in 
former times) who -_- an itch to'' be Lording ic 
oyer the canſciences of-their Brethren, who c4x- 
not in every. thing agree with-them, although ſound 
in the main matters of Religion z axd for that if 
any who are concerned ſhould plead for Chriſtian 
liberty, they would ſoon be taxed. for Partiality.: 
I .have tranſlated the jylgememt of this learned aud 
moderate Papiſt expreſſed in the Preface againſt the 
wnreaſonable fary of thoſe of that Religion, eſpecial- 
ly.3n France 4g4inft ſuch as differed from them, upon 

whoſe intemperance therein be doth moſt juſtly 
charge all theſe horrible confuſions which happen- 
ed there and elſewhere about matters of Religion, - 

' eſpecially. 
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The Tranſlator to the Reader, 


eſpecially in his time: And highly extolleth Hen- 
ry the Great for mitigating their violence, tendring 
ſo much the preſervation of the Proteſtants, in con» * 
firming the Edicts of Pacification granted to them, 
and that not without great oppoſition, both {rom the 
Parliament of Patis and Þ Ecclefiaſticks. The 
differences amongſt us are not of the ſame impor- 
fance, and therefore it would be more eaſie and ſafe 
for his Majeſtie to follow ſo worthy a pattern as his 
Renowned Anceſtor, confidering how parallel the be- 
ginnings of their reigns were, being both baniſhed 
and declared incapable of Government by a party of 
their Swbjects, and beth after along interruption, 
manugre all oppoſition and violences of Parties, re- 
flored to their Thrones, to the ſatisfaction and ſer- 
tlement of their Dominions z «nd how ſuitable - 
ever it may ſeem to be to the intereſt of particular 
ſons to exalt one, and depreſs all other Parties, 
it is undoubtedly his Majeſties intereſt to extinguiſh 
all Animoſities and ſeeds of tation amongſt his 
SubjeRs, by providing for all their _ quiet aud 
welfare, that his Throne may be eſtabliſhed in righ- 
teouſneſsand mercy, which that he may do, is the 
prayer of many thouſands of his Subjet#s, whoſe 
prayers, notwith flanding their great failings towards 
Goa, his Majeſty, and one another, are ſavory in the 


noſftrils of the Almighty, through Feſus Chriſt our- 
Lord > Advocate. © 


Unto 


{Neo other. evils which this age, an 
x enemy to vertue, aboundeth in, 
diſſentions about Religion is to be 
added, which hath almoſt this 
hundred years vezed-the Chriſti. 
an world with continual commo- | 
tions, and is like -to perplex ir 
& further , if feaſonable remedies , 
and thoſe differing from ſuch as have hitherto been in 
uſe, benot Adminiſtred by thoſe whole intereſt princi- 
palſy it is; for we are ſufficiently inſtructed from expe- 
rience, that the Sword, Faggots, Baniſoments, Confifcs: 
tions have rather irritated than healed the wounds of 
the mind, 'to'the curing whereof thoſe things are noc 
only requiſite which make impreſſion upon the 49dy, 
but deftrine and diligent inſtruction, which gently FA 
ſilled; deſcenderh into the mind, are behoovetul, for all 
other things are eſtabliſhed according to the will of 
Civil Magiſtrates, and conſequently Princes , only Re- 
- qa be commanded, except it firſt be received 
into the opinion for truth, and be infuſed into minds 
well prepared by the acceſs of Divine Grace, torments 
preyail nothing, but rather ſirengrhenerh then breaks 
. their courage, or perſwadeth them : What the Sroicks 
vaingloriouſly boaſted of that their wiſdow, we may 
more juſtly affirm of Religion ,Painand grief are of na, 
momepr therein . Ulinconveniences are oyercome by 
yerthie vf an opinion once coriceived ; nothing of the 
things which he is to ſuffer will diſpleaſe him, and whar- 
ſoever can befall a man, if it: betide him, he complain- 
eth not whilſt he knoweth his ſtrength, believerh him- 
ſelf fupported by Divine-power, he-is confident of his 

Competency 


Ca} .* . 
Competency to bear his burden , although the Execu- 
tioner were before him, and the rormentor ſtood 
to lay fire and faggot to him, he will perſevere; not 
conſidering what he is to ſ»ffer, but what he ought to 
do, his felicity is inward; whatſoever happens ouryardly 
is a light matrer to him, reaching only his skin ,* that 
which Ep;icurus bimſelf (noted of other Philoſophers as 

uy impure) faith of a wiſe man, If he were burnt in 
balari-bull, he will cry out lt is ſweet, 90d cooper 
not me; and do we think that had lefs* courage, 
who dyed by ſeveral ſorts of death for Religion this laſt 
hundred years, and yet are like to do for the time ro 
come, if they be {ill perſecuted ? it is remarkable what 
one of them faid and did, when he was bound ro the 
ſtake to be burnt, falling down there upon bis, kyees he 
began to ſing a hymn ,. the ſmoak and the fire hardly 
interrupting him ; and. when the Executioner would 
have kindled the fire: behind him; chat it might not be 
ſeen, Come hither, ſaith he, and light the fire defore my 
face; for if I had feared that, I would not bave come 
hither, from whence I might have fled.; Therefore their 
heat who endeayour innovations in matters of Religi- 
ox, 1s not to be ſuppreſſed by Tortxres, for thereby 
their minds are rather imboldened to attempt greater 
matters , for out of the A/bes of ſome, others grow, and 
their number increaſing, their patience turnerh wto 
fury; norare they now ſuppliants as formerly, bur 
become bold Expoſtulators and Vindicators of their 
liberty , thoſe who at firſtfled puniſhinent, at laſt rake 
Arms , which we have ſeen theſe, forty years in France, 
and little leſs in the Low Countries : things came at 
laſt to that paſs, that the puniſhment of one or two, 
which perhaps might. have. ſufficed at firſt to haye re- 
ſcinded the 'miſchief before it ſpread further, will not 
ſerve turn ; but now- that it hath invaded whole 
peoples and intire Nations, -eyen the greateſt part of 
- Ewrope, there is no uſe of the Magiſtrates, but of No 
E F : or 


(3) 
Lords ſverd, they dught now by moderate Arguments, 
to be Uwe er and a to conferences and attica- 
ble debates, who'tannot be compelled, This did St. 
Auguſtine, writing ro Procuhianus a Setary of the 
Donatift; party, who alfo interceded with Dowaru 
the Proconſulof Af for them, that they might nor be 
putto death , for that it becometh the followers of the . 
rtue Religion, not to recede from a conſtant purpoſe of: 
overcotning evil with good; and that which he writeth 
elſewhere to Ceciliamns the Prefident, that the tumor 
of ſacrilepious vanity ovght rather to be healed then 
cur off in vengeance; andin that excellent Epiſtle to 
Bomface he addeth in cafes of this kind, where by the 
| <obonn rents of difcord, this or that man ts not in- 
dangered, bur the deſtcuttion of people is threatened, 
feverity is to be ſomewhat mitigated, and charity is to 
beuſed in healing theſe greater evils, which was fo well 
received by the Church, that that ſentence is once and 
apain rranſcribed in Gratians Decrees; for it was the 
opinion of thar pious and meek man, that thoſe evils 
were not ſharply, harſhly, or imperiouſly to be 
removed, which was rather to be promoted by inſtruc. 
inp than impoſing, by admonition rather than commis- 
nation ; ſo are the multitude of offendors to be dealt 
with, but the offences of a few are to be proſecuted 
with ſeverity ; and if threats be uſed by thoſe in power, 
it oupht to be with grief, and che fear of puniſhmenc 
ſhould be inculcated from Scripture, that they may not 
be dreaded for their power, but God by their word, 
as he ſaith in his Epiſtle to Biſhop Azrelize ; and cer- 
rainly if we love the truth, we muſt neceſſarily confeſs 
char there is no example. excant in- the antient Monu. 
merits of facred Anriquity, wherein the puniſhment of 
S$:tAaries is approved, the Antienr Church always ab- 
horririg the ſhedding of blood, and if at any time it 
happened, good Biſhops truly dereſted it, as it appeared 
in Priſes lian the Aurhor of every deftruRiye Ng 
B who 
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who having ſpreadthe ſeeds of his errorinche Churches 
of France, eſpecially in Aquirain, was with his followers 
. put to death at Tiers abour the year of Chriſt.383. by 
Maximu (who having ſlain Gratian at Zyovs, uſurped 
the Empire) otherwiſe a good .Prinice,, although St. 
Martin had obtained a promiſe from the Emperour, 
that he would not determine ſeverely againftthe guilty, 
and admoiniſhed Biſhop [tacixs and other incendiaries, 
- that they ſhould diſiſt from their proſecution, for that 
the reſt of the. Z:/hops diſapproyedof it as unjuſt : and 
although 7raciaw. did in vain, to decline the envy of the 
fac, baving effeRed his wicked deſign, withdraw him- 
ſelf, yet afterwards he was condemned by 7heogwiſtne, 
and St. Martin was bardly perſwaded, and that butin 
cale of extream neceflity to Communicate with the 
Tracian party. The famous St. Ambroſe teſtifieth in his 
own relation, that being about that rime ſent to Aaxi- 
1 by the Emperour Yalentizian then a boy, brother - 
tOoGratian, who was {lain being at Triers, he abſtained 
from thoſe Biſhops that. Communicated with Tracixe, 
and ſoughe the death of thoſe that"erred from the 
faith; but when afterwards Maximw 'by the inſtiga= 
tion of thoſe fariows Biſhops, determined to ſend Armed 
Commanders into Spain, with full authority to enquire 
againſt the Heretic ks, and apprehending them, tode- 
prive them of bfe and eftate, St. Martiv.prevailed with 
him to reyoke that decree , for that pious man was not 
only cateful to deliver many goed Chriſtians, who under 
pretence of that decree were likely ro be vexed, but 
the Hereticks themſelves ; for he foreſaw, that if that 
ſtorm were not diverted, it would deſtroy great num- 
bers of the Saints, there being little difference; made 
between men, and Hereticks were judged rather by che 
carriage of their fe, the paleneſs of their faces, or their 
Garments, then by their Dottr:ne, but this Hereſie was 
not. only not roliriinad by Priſcillia® the Authors 
death, but confirmed and propagated , for his powrers 
that 
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that fixſt honoured bim as a $aivt, now begiri to reve- 
rence himas a Jſartyr,and their bodies beingtranſlated 
into  Fpain, their funeral was celebrated with great 
Solemnitic , and his Deſciples ſaperſtition grew” to ſuch 
a degree, that they held it agreat piece of devorion tc 
ſwear by Priſcillian ; and from thence were kindled 
.continual diſcords between the French Biſhops, which 
laſted fifteen years compleat , and could bardly for a 
long time after be wholly removed, the people of God 
and the beſt men being 1n the interim expoſed to ſcorn 
and deriſion : which things when I read in Severus 
Sulpitizs,v/ho with equal faith andelegancy bath writ- 
tenthe hiſtory of that age, I callco mind the times of 
my childbood, when the Commorions firſt began about 
Rehgionin France, wherein men without any regard 
to their manners and the innocency of their former 
lives, were ſuſpe&ed by their Conntenance Or Garments, 
were deſigned to ſlaughter by their eyes, and through 
ſides of contention, enmity, flattery, fear, inconſtancy, 
ſleepineſs, floth and arrogance of thoſe in chief power, 
the Kingdom was rent by 'fa&tions, the peace thereof 
being diſturbed, Religion it ſelf was brought inro 
danger; From St: Aartins time the Church dealt more 
mildly with them that erred from the faith , they were 
only baniſhed or fined, but alwayes they abſtained. | 
from blood , and when in the year 1060; ſome of Arch. 
Deacons Berengarius his followers, did ſpread his 
opinion amoneglt the and other parts of the 
Low: Comntries, Bruno Arch- Biſhop of Triers, eſteemed 
it ſufficient ro expell them out of his Dioceſs, but ab. 
ſtained from blood ; nor were they uſed more ſevere- 
ly by the Church untill che time. of the aldenſes, 
againſt whom afrer they had proceeded by exquiſite 
rormentsto little purpoſe, that remedy unſeaſonably 
adminiſtred, exaſperating the evil, their numbers day- 
ly increaſing, they raiſed at length formed Armies, and 
Geterwingd a War againſt them, of no leſs moment = 
B 2 nat 
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that we had formerly. managed: apainſt the Feracen; ; 
the iſſue whereof was, es were rather &very- 
where ſlain and driven from their eſtates, and dipniries, 
plunderedand routed, then brought by comviftion to 
repent of their Errors; fo thar they who had by arms 
defended themfelyes, being by force overcome, fled at 
lait for refuge unto usin Province and the Alpes of the 
French Dominions, where they found a hiding place 
for their Perſons and Dof@rine : others of them k 
themſelves to Calabria, where they continued-long, 
even to the Popedome of Pix the fourth , others 
paſſed into Germany, and fetled there and in Bohemia, 
Poland an4 Livonia, ſome bertaking themſelves Weſt. 
ward found refuge in Brirtain : for John Wicliffe who 
raught long at Oxford, is thought to have ſprung from 
their reliques ; hedied of a natura! diſeaſe afrer many 
conteſts concerning Religion, *about three hyndred 
years fince, and was fo obnoxious to the Magiſtrates, 
that long after his death his bones were blickly burn. 
ed - from hence proceeded. many ſuceeflively unto our 
times, wherein after the unhappy experiment of feye. 
rity, matters proceeded from difpurations to open wars 
and utter defetion of people in Grrmany, England 
and Fraxce , a Schiſm was hereby made and confirmed, 
whether more to the damage - of the publick peace or 
Religion, is hard co affirm, Feing too long nepleRted b 
thoſe that eould and oughe ro have remedied it , whi 
things I produce not aftopecher to detraQtfrom the 
punifhmenc of SetFaries, which I know to-bea perplexed 
queſtion, and not ſuirable either to the time or my 
funRion, but ro evidence how agreeable to the pohey 
and pradence of the Antievt Church, the proceedings 
of thoſePrinces are, who compound amicably,even upon 
wnequal terms, wars arifing about matters of Religion, 
rather then put them to the trial of Arms, which the 
Wiſe Prince Ferdinand aw, who was trained up inlong 

and very perilous wars under his Brother Charles bo 
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fifth in Germery, and was raught by experience, that 
the arws inde wp againſt the Proteftanres were unfuc- 
ceſsful, aſſoon therefore as be was happily poſſeſt of the 
Empire, he eſtabliſhed an accommodation in matters 
of Religion by a folemn decree, which on feveral occa- 
fioas he ever after ratified; and perceiving that matters 
of Religion were belt promoted by awiceble con. 
ferences, having had experience thereof from thoſe 
that had been indiRted under his Brother at Ratzbore 
and Worms, he determined a little before his death 
upon the diffolution of the Council of Trent, by the 
prudent advice of his ſon Aaximilian, to appoint a 
new conference for the ſatisfaRtion of the Proteffants 
that came not thither ; and for that end made choice of 
George C aſſandey a learned and moderate man, peace- 
ably ro confer with the Paſtors of the adverſe party , 
abour the controverted points of the Angrftine Con. 
feftion ; bue that. good mans indifpoſition of body, and 
both their deaths ſoon enſuing, deprived Germany of 
the good iffue hoped for from thence, the ſame courſe 
the State of Poland by the example of Germasy fetled 
intheir Commonwealth : but Zmanwel Philibert, Duke 
of Sawoy, being by vertne of the peace made with us, 
reſtared to the poſlefion of what he had loſt, either to 
increaſe his fame in 7ra/y,or to gratifie others, although 
at his own hazard, involved himſelf raſhly in a difadyan- 
tageons war with thoſe of the Valles ; but afterwards 
reformed his error by timely repentance, in grant- 
ing to his otherwiſe innocent fubjets the Hberty of their 
Conſciences, and ever after punQually obſerved the 
peace made with them, I come now to-our affairs, and 
to handle a fore, the touching whereof I fear may turn 
to my diſadvantage ; bur having entred once upon this 
ſubjeR, I muſt ingenuouſly and ſhortly declare, which 
under you Sir I may lawfully do, that war i net 4 legiti- 
mate means of ſupprefſing Schiſm in the Church , for the 
Proteſtants who alwaies decreaſed both in number and 
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aatboriy, in times of peace, have increaſed.imumes of 
war and diſcord , and certainly there hath been; grear 
errors committed amonglt us, either from a' prepoſte- 
rous religious zeal, or from ambition or defire ot no. 
velty, that when very bloody wars undertaken againſt 
the Proteftants bave been compoſed, they have. again 
been renewed,to the very great detriment of France, 
anddangper of Religion, Whar needeth their words? the 
thing itſelf fpeakerk after various ſtirs, whereby innu- 
merable Cities were taken, which were again reſtored 
rogether with peace,.in the year 63. how admirable 
ſudden and hopeful a;/erlement did flouriſh, how ac. 
ceptabletoall good men were thoſe fowr years, Religion 
was ſetled ſecurely, and moſt profitable laws eſtabliſhed 
by that #pright Judge whereof France never repented, 
until chrough the judgement of God they grew w 
of the publick tranquillity thereby eſtabliſhed, and re-. 
j<Ring the Councils of peace, inclined to awar, not 
only fatal to us, but at laſt to the contrivers themſelyes, 
whom I would ſignifie hereby, is:-known unto all who 
are not ignorant what was concluded upon at that un- 
happy interview at Bayon,where the Maſſacre of Fraxce 
was concluded upon , for from that time being deluded 
by forraign fraud, all affairs amongſt us tended to pre- 
parations for treachery and war, and D. Alva witha. 
powerful army is ſent into the Low-Comnrries, who 
diſplacing Margarite of Parma, who had Governed 
* thoſe Countries with great moderation, he pur all 

things into War and Confuſion, ereflipg Fortsevery- 
where, and raiſing unuſual Taxes for the ſupport of the 
war, to'the ſuppreſſion of their /iberty ; and thoſe 
opulent Cites, their liberties being infringed, as groſs 
bodies deprived of meat, languiſhed , from cheſe harſh 
and high Counſels the people fell into deſperation, and 
at laſt rebeſlion, which although compoſed for atime, 
bad this concluſion, that the greater and richer parts, 
and moſt opportune for Navigation, wherein the riches 
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of thoſe Provinces principally confiſts, being torn as 
it were from the reſt of the body, is now Governed by 
the- authority of the States, and hath this long while 
made war ſucceſsfully, not only with the adverſe party 

bur with all the force of Spaiz ; which accident Francs 
Baldwin of Arras a famous Civil Lawyer in his time 
long before fearing, adviſed the States of the Low. 
Countries humbly to Petition King Philip for the pro- 
curing of /iberty far the. Proteftants, and a remiſſion of 
the ſeverity of their puniſhments, and of the inqui ſition 
after ſuſpected perſons, on which ſubje& he wrote a 
book in French, wherein he ſhewed that mutual con- 
yerleand equal gs being ſetled amongſt diſſenters, 
the buſineſs of Religion fo much diſtraſted by contro. 
verſies, would be berrer provided for then by the way 
of force and arms, wherein if they proceeded, he fore- 
ſaw. that the Proteſtants intereſt now ſmall, diſperſed 
and divided into many faQions, would be united, and at 
laſt proceed from diſputes unto open war and defeRion. 
Let them then pleaſe themſelves with their importunate 
vanities, who boaſt themſelves greater loyers forſooth 
of Religion thenoother men, who out of envy to the 
greatneſs of the French, ſo long have vaunted, that 
- they never will ſubſcribe to peace with Hereticks, ter 
them ſee now whereto their excellent Counſels have 
tended, and lament the loſs. of ſo many flouriſhing 
Provinces, and ſo much wealth: vainly conſumed upon 
- «their recovery ; how willingly now: would they grow 
wiſe by our example, which then they ſo- artificially 
—_—_ | what rate would they give for the redeeming 
ofthe loſs of ſo many years, which had they been pro- 
ficad! empipyed againſt the common ;enemies of 
Ebriſtendew, they might long. ſince, to their great ho- 


nour and advantage, have expelled them our of Hwn- 
ary,and boththe Aavritania's!butl fear thatthe ſame 
Helet of prudence which we impute to them, ſhould 
by others be juſtly charged upon our ſelves , for —_ 
r 


— OT 
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ther-inciced by our own futzons diſpefitions, or their 
inſtigations.,, we have adminiftred occaſions ro moſt 
pernitious commotions, wherein Cities and Charthes 
red it former infurreRions, were leyelled with the 
exndations, Provinces waited, enmities revived which 
peace- had- buried , jealouſics heiphtned, Arms laid 
dewn that they mighe be taken-up again with more 
eagerneſs 5, yet after all this, at length a peace is con= 
cluded, which by how much che happierir was, the more 
impious was its violation, and ought to be devoted to + 
ecoraal Oblivion. The Maſſarye followed rwo years after, 
which, Sir, almoſt had devoured you, whom God had 
deſtin'd for the reſtoring of the affairs of France, having 
eſcaped this Rock , within the ſpace of two years we 
fell upon ſeveral other ſhelves, upon which by the ſame 

wmprudence we were wracked ; Divine wrath 1 
not, bur cook vengeance upon the wickedneſs of France 
by the death of a generous Prince, Charles the fifth, by 


Whoſe anthoricy the Maſſacre was committed; who ra- 
ther failed by the fault of others than his own inclina- 
tion. What did his ſucceſſor _ the third, choſen 


Kingof Poland, returning out of Peland, contemning 
the advice of {aximilian the Emperor, and the Venr- 
rian Senate, whom he viſited in his journey ? he choſe 
war, which chey at the earneſt intreaty-of rhe Prote- 
ſtancs diſſwaded him from, rather then peace ar his firſt 
entry inte his Kingdom, which he ſoon repenred,- and 
altered his opinion; and three years after made char 
Pacificatory Edi& which bears uſually his name ;and for 
ſeven years afterthere followed a ſertled peace, excrpc 
in ſome places, for-a ſhort ſpace ſome incorfions, bur 
nothing that deſerved che neme of War, utitil! men im- 
patient of peace; who chouphr ir- a diſpa f Ve 
thein, that Fyunce ſhould be in ſuch a condition as thar 
they might eaſily be ſpared, —— very difmal 
war-in amoſt dan gerons time, whetein the Xivp by a 
facal blindneſs, throngh the il Counſel-of thoſe ther 


were 


\ 
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were about him, ſuffered himſelf to be involved againſt 
you in pretence inthe beginning, but it fell upon his 
own head in the concluſion. I abhor the mention 
of. that" dereſtable * parricide , not only to the ever- 
laſting ignominy of France, bur to their infamy, 
eſpecially who ſo much rejoyced therein, which-doubrs 
leſs had1nvolved the Kingdom, and with the Kingdom 


- Who was 


alin 'd 


by a Taco. 
bin Frier 
at the 


Religion it ſelf into inextricable deſtruction, if you Sir infigation 


had not by the unexpected bleſſing of God, watching 
for our ſafery, been reſerved for theſe times, and as a 
pillar had nor ſuſtained the —_— Commonwealth, 
and by your virtue had not turned the precipirating 


. wheele of publick, calamitie overwhelming all things 


oppoſite unto ir, by your illuſtrious example, evidencing 
that Religion only as I ſaid, could neither be compelled nor 
impoſed , for _ afflicted eyen from a child with ſo 
many calamities of civil War, and incompaſled abour 
at'one time with ſo many armies, -after ſo many blows 
partly given and partly received , for then to overcome 
and be overcome, was then upon the matter equally 
calamitous ; - continuing firmin you former opinion, 
you perſeyered' therein with ſuch conſtancy as not to 
loſe a jot of ground, being not to be oyercome either 
with hopes or fears; at length perceiving all other * 
things to ſubmit to your courage, you condeſcended at 
laſt to the hamble deſires of your ſubjects, and ſuffered 


| Your ſelf ro be overcome, giving up your name to the 


Religion of your Anceſtors, yet afterwards continuing 
the exerciſe of that Adoderation (with which you are 
indowed, and have found beneficial to your felf,) toe 


wards your ſubjects, recalling what Zdif#s bad been 


enacted againſt cheProteſtants,and conſequently againſt 


Jour ſelf , without the conſent of your Predeceſſor ; and 


aving to your great honour made peace not only with 
your S«bjefts, bur Forraigners, and one or two Edits 
paſſed formerly in favour of the Proteſtants, you con- 


tirmed by a third, whereby FOR them not only 
+6 to 


of the 
Legures, 
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to- their goods and houſes,” bur likewiſe to their fame 
and honour, and enobled many of them with chief dig- 
»ities, ſuppoſing that it would fall out that enmities by 
degrecs abating, the concord ſecled by the Edicts be. 
tween adyerſe parties would beeltabliſhed, and thereby 
mens . minds being cleared, and. theſe paſſions being 
diſpelled as a cloud, they would come to diſcern what 
is beſt in Rel:giov, that is, what is moſt Antient , this 
courſe of dealing, thoſe good Biſhops thovghr fit to 
follow, towards ſuch, who you. ray corrupt-in their 
judgements or diſcontented, withdrew themſelyes from 
the rule and communion of the Church, thereby eyi- 
dencing themſelves rather to be guided by a principle 
of charity than defire of Conquelt : ſo'St. Augaſtine 
everywhere calls the Pel/agians and Optatus Milevitanus 
his Contemporary, the DoxatzFs brethren , and Sr. Cy- 
prian before them deſired, adviſed and perſwaded like- 
wiſe, that if it might be, none of the brethren might 


periſh. 
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A Speech taken out of the Hiſtory of 
Scotland written by Willian Drummond; 
Spoken by a Councellor to Fames the 
fifth King of Scotland,upon the ſubjeR 


- of Toleration. 


SIR, 


AMong ft the many bleſſings your Swbjefts enjoy unde! 

this your Government, thu 1 not the leaſt, that for 

the weal of your Majeſty, and the publick, good of the 

Kingdom, the meaneft of your $ubjetts may freely open hus 
m:1nd, and declare his opinion unto you his Soveraign. 

Ana if ever there was a time, in which grave, goed and 
ſound counſel ſhould be delivered to your Majeſty, it ts 
this, and the difficulties of the Commonwealth ao now re- 
quire it. Nor ever, in matters of Advice and Conſultati- 
en, can we imbrace and folluw what is moſt reaſonable, and 
what, according to Laws, Juſtice, and Equity, ſhoxld be, 
but what neceſſity driveth us unto, and what is moſt con- 
venient for the preſent time to be, and what we may well 
and fairly accompliſh and bring topaſs. 

T he eſtate of your Kingdom ts troubled with diver ſity 
of opinions concerning Religion ;, It 15 tobe wiſhed, that the 
one only true Religion were in the hearts of all your $ub- 
jebts, ( ſince diverſity of opinions of Religion,and Hereſies, 
are the very puniſhment of Cod Almighty upon wen, for 
their horrible Vices and roaring ſins. Ana when men for- 
ſake his fear and true obedience, God abandoneth them to 
their own opinions and fantaſies in Religion ;, out of which 
ariſe Partialities, Faftions, Diviſrons, Strife, Inte tine 
Diſcords, which burſt forth into Civil War, and in ſhort 
time bring Kingdoms and Commonwealths to their laſt 


Periods) But matters ariſing to ſuch a bei gh and diſorder, 
| C 2 As 
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44 by all appearance,they are like to advance in this K ingo 


dom, the number of the Seftarizs dayly increaſing, without 

enting my thoughts to your Majeſty, the preſervation 
of the People being the Supreme and Principal Law which 
God Almughty hath enjoyned to all Princes : 

T hold it more expedient to give place to the exerciſe of 
beth Religions, | than-under preteuce and ſhadow-of them to 
ſuffer the Common Peace of your Subjefts to be torn in 
pieces. What can wiſdom ( Sir) adviſe you to do with theſe 
Separatifts? Either they muſt be tolerated for a time, or 


| they muſt altogether be remeved, and that by Death or 


Bamſbment. 

So ſoon as a Prince beginneth to Spoyl, Baniſh, Kill, 
Burn hy People, for matters abſtraft from ſenſe, and alto-< 
= Spiritual, he becometh, as it were, a plague "unto 
Them. 

It ts an. Error of State in a Prince, for an opinion of 
Pitty, to condemn ro Death the Adherers to new Dottrine : 
For, the conſtancy and patience of thoſe who voluntarity 
ſuffer all temporal miſeries, aud Death it (elf, for matters 
of Faith, ſtir up and invite numbers, who at firſt, andbe- 
fore they had ſuffered, were ignorant of their Faith and 
Dottrine, not only to favour their Canſe, but to embrace 
their opinions, Pitt y and Commiſeration opening the gates. 
Thu their Belief Fpreadeth it ſelf abroad, and their num- 
ber dayly encreaſeth. ; 

It #s no leſs | Error of State to baniſh them. Baniſhed 
men are ſo many Enemies abroad,- ready upon all occaſions 
roinvade their Native Conntry, to trouble the Peace and 
T ranquillity of your Kjngdom. 

To take Arms againſt Seftaries and Separatiſts, will be 


. a great Enterpriz+, a matter hard, and of many dangers ; 


Religion cannot be Preached by arms ; the firft Chriſtians 
detefted th:t form of proceedings ;, Force and Compulſion 
may bring forth Hypocrites, not true Chriſtians. If there 
beany Hereſie among ft your People, this wound us in the 
Soul ,' owr Sonls being Spiritual Subſtances, upon oe 

re. . 


— 
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fire and\ Tron cannot work ,. They muſt be overcome by 
* Spiritual Arms, Love the men, and pitty their Errors, 

Who can l:y upon a man a neceſſity to believe that which 
he will not believe , or what he will believe, or doth believe, 
not to believe ? No Prince bath ſuch power over the Senls - 
andrhoughts of men, as he hath over their bogies. Now ta 
rnineand extirpate all thoſe Seftaries, what will it prove 
elſe than to cut off one of\ your arms, to the great preuoice 
of your Kingdom, and Wweakning of the State, bs dayly 
encreaſing in number, and no man being ſo miſerable ayd 
mean, but he 1s a member of the State? 

T he more eaſie manner, and nobler way, were to tole= 
rate both Religions, and grant a Place to two Churches in 
the Kingdom, till it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God to return 
the minds of your Subjefts, and turn them all of one will 
aud opinion. Be conteur to keep that which you may, Sir, 
fiace ye cannot that which ye would. 

It is afalſe and erreneus epinion,T hat a Kingdom can- 
not ſubſeſt Which colerateth rwoReligions. Diverſity of Re- 
ligion ſhutteth not up Society, nor barreth civil converſa- 
tion among wen, alittle time will make perſons of different 
Religions contratt ſuch acquaintance, cuſtom, familiarity 
together, that they will be intermixt in one City, Family, 
Jea, Mariage-Bea, State and Reli gicw fjpving nothing 
common. 

Why (Ipray) may not two Religions be ſuffered in a 
State (till by ſome ſweet and eaſie means they may be re- 
duced to « right Government) ſince in the Church (which 
ſmnld be union it ſelf, and of which the Roman Church. 
uch vaunteth) almoſt infinite Sefts, and kinds of Monks 
are ſuffered, differing in their Laws, Rules of Govern- 
ment, faſhions of living, dyet, apparel, maintenance, and 
opinicns of perfettion, and who ſequeſter themſelves from 
our publick union ? The Roman Empire had its exten (;- 
on, wt ty fimilitude and likeneſs of ' Religion. Different 
Religions, providing they enterprize nor prattiſe nothing 
againſt the Politickh, Laws of the Kingdom, may be tole- 
rated iv a State; C 3 T he- : 
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The Murthers, Maſſatres, Battels which ariſe and 
are telike dayly to increaſe amongſt Chriſtians, all which 
are undertaken for Religion, ave a thouſand times more ex- 
ecrable, and be more open, plain, flat impiety, than this Li- 
. berty of diverſity of Religions, with a quiet peace, can be 
wnjuſt. 

Foraſmuch as the greateſt part of thoſe Who fleſh them- 
ſelves in blood and ſlaughter, and overturn by arms the 
peace of their neighboars (whom they ſhould love as them- 
ſelves) Foiling and ravaging like famiſhed Lions,ſacrifice 
their Souls to the infernal powers, with mt f wrther hopes or 
means of thetr ever recovering and coming back,, when 
thoſe others are in ſome way of Repentance. 

In ſeeking liberty of Religion, theſe men ſeck not to be» 
lieve any thing that may come in their Brains , but to uſe 
Religion according to the firſt Chriſtian Inſtitmiions, ſtr- 
ping God, and obeying the Laws under which they were 

orn. 

That Maxim ſo often repeated amoneſt the ( hurchmen 
at Rome, That the Chal, and following of Hereticks s 
more neceſſary than that of Infidels, « well applyed for the 
enlarging and increaſing the Dominions, Suveraignty and 
power of the Pope, but not for the amplifying and extending 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and the weal ana benefit of the 
Chriſtian Commonwealth. ; 

Kingdoms and Soveraignties flbould not be governed by 
the Laws and Intereſts of Priefts and Church-men, but 
according to the exigency need, and, as the Caſe requireth, 
of the publick weal, which often is neceſſitated to paſs and 
tolerate ſome defefts and faults. It & the duty of all 
Chriſtian Princes to endeavour, and take pains, that their 
Subjects embrace the true faith, as that ſemblably and in 
even parts they obſerve all Gods Commanaments, and not 
more one Commandment than another. 

Notwithſtanding, \when a Vice cannot be extirpate and 
. taken away, without the rnine of the State, it would ap- 


pear to humane- Fudgements, that it ſhould be ſuffered. 
| ) Neither 


437) 
Neither u there 4 bond, neceſſity of 
Law, te puniſh Hereticks more than Fornicators, which 
yet for the prace and tranquillity of the State are tolerated 
and paſt over. Neither can a greater inconvenience and 
harm follow, if we ſhould ſuffer ments live in our Com- 
wmorwealth, who belive not, nor embrace not all our Opin;- 
owns. [nan Eſtate many things are for the time tolerated, 
becauſe they cannot, without the total ruin of the $rate, 
be ſngadenly amended ond reformed. | 

T heſe men are of that ſame natnre and condition of which 
Wwe «re , #hey worſhip, as We do, one Ged, they believe 
thoſe veryſame holy Records, weboth aim ut Salvation . 
We beth fear to offend God, we both ſet before us our 
happineſs : The difference between them and ms bangeth © 
upon this one point, that they, having found abuſes in our 
Church, require a Reformation. Now ſhall it be (aid, 
for that we rm n divers waves to one end, wnderſtand not 
r:ohily others Language, we ſhall purſne others with fire 
and ſword, and extirpate others from the face of the 
earth? God ts not in the bitter diviſion and alienation of 
affettions, nor the raging flames of ſedition, nor in the” 
tempeſts of the turbulent Whirl winds f contradiftions and 
aiſputations, but in the calm and gentle breathing of peace 
and concord. If any wander ont of the High-Way, we 
bring him to it again ,, If any be in darkneſs, we ſhew hin: 
light, and kill him not. In muſical Inſtruments, if a ſtring 
gar and be out of tune, we do not frettingly break it, but 
leaſurely weer it about to a Concord : and ſhall we be (9 
charliſh, cruel, uncharitable, [o weaded to ompaWvn $u- 
perſtitions opinions, that we will barbarouſly baniſh, kill, 
burn, thoſe whom by Leve and $weetneſs we might reagily 
win and recal again? 

Let us win and merit of theſe men by reaſon, let them be 
cited to a free Commit; 1rmay be they ſhall not be proved 
Hereticks, neither that they maintain opinions condemned 
by the antient Comncils, let heir Religion be compared and © 


parallel'd with the Religion of the firſt age of the C _ 
Shall -; 
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this People Vhrſs than thi Jews, whith 
' Hoe 4 w (elf? let them re- 


LU x inſtructions from a "- and lawfml ( onncil, and for- 


 {ake theirerroys when they ſhdll be clearly and fairly de- 
ated-anto them.  Herefie 15 an errour 11 the funda- 


mental grownds of Religion ;, Schiſm-intendeth a reſolution 
iikglers : Lera good Conncil be convocated, and ſelf, 


- #f the covey lee innpe themſelves to mh. 


That which they believe-45 not evil, but to ſome it will 
pear they believe not enowgh, and that there 5s in them 
rather a defett of good, then any habit of evy er points 


| ſhin ex- 


when they ſhall be conſidered, fhall be fo 


wernal Ceremonies of the Chnrch, rather than in ſubſtunce 


of dottrine, or 6 efſent;al to Chriſtianity. Theſe 

men ſhould be yr] before condemned, and they ſhould be 

heard before they be judged, which being holily and np- 

rightly done, we ſhall find it is not our Religions, but our 

ee intereſts and paſſions, which trouble us and onr 
tate. ” Fg | 
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